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strikers by the public, while demands which the com-
munity as a whole believe to be justified are not
generally resisted to the bitter end.

We are at the present moment faced with doleful
prophecies of what may happen in the world of industry
in the ensuing autumn. The Committee has at least
prepared a scheme in anticipation of such a threatened
catastrophe as a general strike. It is, however, too late
to begin devising the machinery of settlement when the
trouble has already broken out. Nor is it much use to
preach the doctrine of the solidarity of the interests of
capital and labour as an integral part of a single national
unity in the middle of a bitter industrial war. It is to be
hoped, then, that this Report may help to draw the
national mind towards this urgent problem, and so to
force legislative action upon a Government too dis-
tracted by other issues to give any real or voluntary
heed to our urgent social necessities.
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